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··.·. T:ll~ RECORD -NOVEMBER 4, 1999 19 ~. , 

'f.JBtts' Comeback FallS. One TD Short 
by-'MatfS.~tr·· : " , .. :"\ .. , 

With . pl_ay.off hopes dilllJiied after h>sing their 
homeco.mmg, game to Lmdenhurst last week, 
Northport ngers stnlggled tQ maintain li:U)rale on 
the f!.~~~ ~$,· '!~e.~~md. After co~g out c<?mplet~ly 
flat Jll. ~~·~~f.·~f of Saturdays gilltle, the Tigers 
posted a:,vali~t:comeback effort, but }!an out of time 
and' l()st 'fP:·ithe:f;ongwood. Lh;>ns,27 ... 2l. 
Eongw:~:;:-_staded off with the ·];,all, and ran 

through'Nl)rthpol't's defense ¢asily. Oil third down~ 
and-3,;j,~f, ~ide . 'theu own te:rritary, Longwpod 
p\IS.h¢4 ~!~~. ~~~ No.t~thpo.· rfs 3Z-yard ~e on il run 
by :OJHolln-·'J\n~ther run to the 6•yarclline was. fol­
lowed:t;y: :a,Je~e· F}tarice toudtdown rt1111 putting 
Lottgw~'up~ '1..0~ ~ftet their first 9ffensive series. Kyle O .. wa': then· returned the ·kickoff .to the 30-
yard ~!/b~t Alt$ony C~l>one was stopped in the 
baclcfi~ld: 'f~r. -~ loss, and . Trevor <;~.J~~p~ell was 
.sacked· on tfie _next pia~ The Tigers we:re at third­
·CUtd .. 25 OJt:th~b: bwn-15, yet the decision w:as made to 
rurt the b~ ~p the middle. Needless to sa~ the 
Tigers made orily a short .gaY"t on the pb.y and wete 
.forced to·punf~ · . 

The p~t didn't even push play out of Tiger terri­
tory, and :the Lions started on. the Northport 45-yard 
line._ A .pass lQftec;l mto .Northport's end zone from 34 
yards out n:lcide ·the score 13-0; Longwood. · 

The 'Iigers then t1.1pled the·b~, 9ver oo an inter­
ception, giving tJ.te ball b~c.l' to Lollgwood on 
Nottbpott's . .fO.:yiJI'd Jine. lJle Tiger d¢fense forced 
LongwoocJ .to. pllrtt, however, and they started the 
secondq~ with the ball. Northport was- forced to 
punt righ! back, however, and Longwood received 
the. pun:t a. t ~.-ir own. *"yard line. After tackles by Le.-my Coll;J~ci_ and Cono Cimino made it fhird ... and-
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6 around• Northporfs 30, 
a c;lu;bioU,S· call was made 
by ·.flier ''referee, which 
eventually tll111ed out to 
.be the defining moment 
of the gcune. ·Anthony 
Carbone was ~ailed for 
pass ihterferen<;:e at the 
11-yar.d 'lirtej althQugh 
Longwooci''S .receiver 
appeared to have merely 
~;un intc him from 
behind. The ball · was 
advanced to the u .. yard 
line, and Longwood soon 
pushed the ball into the 
end zone, making it 21•0 
after a 2~point conver:.. 
sion (an · eight point 
advantage was given to 
Longwood because .Qf 
the · questionable call, 
and the Lions wound up 
winning by only six) . 

Starting on their own 
20, the. Tigers put togeth~ 
e, an offensive drive, 
only to be thwarted Trevor c.n,be~IIICOI'ed two second-half touclldoWns for Northport but a heroic comeback again. Campbell ran the attempt IJialnst Connetquot fell one m abort. 
ball to the 40, and threw 
a pass on the next play to 
Rob ~ewell, who took the ball to Longwood's 39 by 
bowling over half of Longwood's secondary before 
!'eing br<>ught down. Carbone then drew a pass 
mterferenc!! call, advancing the ball to the· 26. 
Campbell fumbled on the following play, however, 
and Longwood tecovered. 

Vinny O'Reilly and Mike Rosenthal sacked the 
Lion quarterback to make it second-and-17, but 
another questionable pass interference call gave the 
Lions a first down on their own 47. Disheartened, the 
Tigers allowed a 53-yard touchdown run on the fol­
lowing play. The Tigers went mto the locker room at 
haU-time disappointed and fr~trated. 

After half-time, it appeared as if the two teams 
had traded attitudes~ On the kickoff, Carbone ran 
the ball to· Northport's 45, and a facemask penalty 
against L<>ngwood put the ball on the Longwood 40. 
Kyle Dowd took a pass from Campbell to the 28. 
Cimino ran the ball to the 15, and into the end zone. 
The touchdown was called ba~k by· the referee 
because of a holding penalty, but the Tigers refused 
to be ·phased again: Campbell lofted a to!lchdown 
pass to Carbone. . 

The Tigers attempted artd .missed an onside kick 
recovery, but quickly pushed Longwood back and 
forced a pllllt.. A fumble turned the ball back to the 
Lions, but on s~ond .. and 20, Billy Mall~n stopped 
the run. Colucci then nabbed an errant pass with. 
ease; returning it to the 36. Carbone broke ~way, tak­
ing the ball to Longwood's 30:-yard line, and· 
C~pbell threw a pass to Dowel, bringiqg play to 
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Longwood's 8. Northport was held, however., and 
turned the ball over. Longwood turned the ball back 
over at the 50-yard line, and on fowth down 
Campbell ran to the 30-yard line, giving the Tigers a 
first down. After squeezing over the line f<>r another 
first down, Campbell punched the ball into the end 
zone on a sneak, making the score 27-14. 

On Longwood's ensuing drive, Campbell knocked 
a Longwood runner out of bounds, and two clipping 
calls against the Lions made it second-and-35. Dowd 
broke up a pass on fourth down, and the Tigers 
recovered. Starting on the 43, the Tigers pushed the 
ball to the 30 on a Cimino run, Dowd ran the ball to 
the 3-yard. line, and Campbell ran it into the· end 
zone, to bring the Tigers within a touchdown. 

After another attempt at an onside kick by . 
Northport, Longwood recovered. By then, the late­
surging Northport team had run out of time,. and 
Longwood was left to run out the clock, frustrating 
the Tigers and putting them below .500 .after their 
strong start to the season. Their record is now 3-4. 

Northport parents lamented the loss from the 
stands. Vincent O'Reilly Sr. decided, "It's the ct.trse of 
the colors: we'll never win unless we go bacl t<> blue 
and gold," referring to the Tigers' abandonment of 
sChool colors to play in black. _ 

Chris Mele' s father declared, ''These. are the frus­
trations of a parent, year after year." Going on to 
spe~k of his son's frustration in dealing with the 
worsening situation of .the team, Mele continued, 
''One can only hope. that better days are coming." 


